The Morth Philly Metropolis - Page 5

Foot StomPERS UPDATE
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Onca again, The North Phully Footstompers won the 1%
place Trophy in Harrisburg on Saturday, June 2, 2007 at
the 9" Annual Ephraim Slaughter Memonal Day Celebra-
tion

The Footstompers wenl to Brooklyn, NY to participate in
the Youth Drum Core Competition where they received
1" Place Overall, Good Sportsmanship Trophy, Best
Dressed Trophy and the Bass, Snare & Quad Players each
received trophies

This past January, The Footstompers won 2™ place in the
AMA competition over the weekend and competed
aganst 19 other groups from the Tri-State Area
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The group that received the computer was the Oxford street committee, Tth and
Oxford street area. The committee has been working in the commumnity teaching the chil-
dren self sufficiency. They are starting small businesses like button making, silk screen-
ing and others, Yvonne Hughes, Family Leadership Institute representative and member
of the William Penn EPIC Stakeholder group, donated the system to the group that will
in turn donate it 1o a needy family,

Last day to REGISTER before the Municipal election
October 3

Last day to apply for a civilian absentes ballod
October 30

Last day for County Beards of Elections fo
recene voied civilizn absantee ballots
Novernber 2

Many of the adults in the group were products of the old gang war davs. They have en-
courage former drug dealers to curtail that activity to pursue legal businesses and teach
others positive actions in the community. The church in the Ludlow community that is
very active is the B M. Oakley Church, Da-Network Housing and State Senator Shirley
Kitchen's office sponsored the festival that Eagles Quarter Back Donovan McMNabb and
his family visited on Saturday, May 26, 2007.
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“First of all, to make sure that schools
are funded to the best possible degree and stu-
dents are given the opportunities for a great ed-
ucation, one that will enrich their lives later.
Also there’s a funding gap because in Pennsyl-
vania urban and rural schools are in trouble and
are having great difficulty. In the suburban
areas are some of the finest schools in the na-
tion. It's not a fair funding program. As mayor |
would work closely wath the state legislators
and govemnor to find an answer to that.
Philadelphia schools can only do better if
they ‘re funded to the fullest extent and that
needs the help of the state of Pennsylvania, Sec-
ondly, I think jobs have to be plentiful, a good
job and wage program that is better than Harns-
burg or Washington can ever devise.”

Believe it or not readers, the youth of
Philadelphia truly do matter and we're here to
stay, 50 unless you haven’t done so yet, get used
to it! The decisions made by adults affect us as
much as they do older generations, so we

should have some say in these matters. The
youth of Philadelphia need more fascinating
things to do after school; statis-
tics show that in this country,
15 mullion kids have no place to
po after school and more than
28 mullion of them have parents
who work outside the home.
The NPM squad brought this to
Michael Nutter’s attention and
was able to get his view on it
and what he would do absout 1t
if elected Mavor in the fall.
“The first thing that I'm
moing to do s get a full assess-
ment of all the after school programs we
presently have-or that we claim we have-and
have them evaluated to see how thev're work-
ing, what's the coverage, we already know, this
information came from the chuldren’s commuis-
gion. | think we already know that thousands of
kids in Philadelphia don™ have an after school

The decisions made
by adults affect us
as much as they do
older generations,
s0 we should have

some say in these
matters.

program to go to. So we need to create more
after school programs and we need (o make sure
that every rec center, every li-
brary, avery school buillding,
boys club, girls club, scouting,
vanouws non-profit organiza-
tions, any one who touches the
life of a child We should figure
out what they ‘re doing, what's
the quality of the service, set
new standards at least on the
city side and find a place,
every child should have a pro-
eram available to them. ™

MNow that we have chosen him, we must ensure
that he listens to and acts upon the concerns of
young Philadelphians, as he promised us.



