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THE FUTURE CHANGE

A LOOK AT THE MAYORAL RACE AND THE STATE OF QUR CITY

By Farmas THOMAS, ANTHONY PHILLIPS, AND PEAK JOHNSON

The primary is over, the campaign signs
have come down, and i1l seems like Philadel-
phia’s next mayor may in fact be Michael Nut-
ter. 'Will the city of Philadelphia be better or
worse off with this man as
Mayor, we wonder As many of
you have seen this year the race
for mayor has truly been close. It
began with a =olid campaign,
each candidate saying what he
had to contribute to the people.
Slowly but surely, it became a
race to see who could be on top
of their game. Congrasaman
Chaka Fattah, who seemed like a
nice guy, couldn’t seem to stay
still long enough to answer ques-
tions! He gave a low blow,
using the race card to 2et on top
of the polls (Nutter must have to
"remind himself he is an
Alncan-American," according 1o
Fattah), a tactic that may have
cost him the mayoral race. But this article 13 not
to talk about the race, but to talk
about our possible new mayor,
Michael Nuiter,

The hard thing about the
choice in this year's campaign is
that each mayoral hopeful had i
very gasy. Think about it for a
second: the problems and solu-
tions were so clear that a blind
man could see them. The people had figured out
the problems that were most important, and
candidates presented solutions to, gun-violence,
aducation, and jobs, It was all about presenta-
tion and understanding and since Michagl Nut-
ter has a daughter in public school and lived in
Philadelphia, people were under the belief that
he could relate to them. However, many people
don’t agree with the “Stop and Frisk™ aspect of
Michael Nutter’s campaign. Racial profiling 15
a big problem for individuals in the African
Amercan community,

We already have a problem standing in
certain places, why would we want police 1o
stop us and search us when we are simply try-
ing to et from place to place? We have potten
very far in history with the Civil Rights Move-
ment and the NAACP. and for us to take a step
back is an extraordinanly negative thing, This
article 15 not saying that Michael Nutter’s 1dea
iz incorrect because we definitely need the po-
lice to dominate certamn areas, but not every in-
dividual who wears baggy jeans or looks mean
needs to be frisked. A person should not be
Judged by what he or she wears, especially by
the police.

Teens are often seen as immature fools
who believe they are grown up, but have no
idea how the real world really works. There are
times when we are given the chance to actually
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be heard. One such chance was at a teen-run
mayoral forum. The entire forum seemed to be
very tame, everything was pre-wntten, pre-spo-
ken. Mothing seemed real; every candidate
talked about the 1ssues
dealing with the school
“ district, they said what the
- public wanted and ex-
pected to hear. It was
there that four candidates
for mavor, Michagel Nutter,
Al Taubenberger, Bob
Brady, and Chaka Fattah
went under fire not just
from adults, but predomi-
nantly from actual public
school students, The
yvouth asked queshons on
izsues that they felt were
important to them
The questions that were
asked were generated from
hours of research from
meatings with parents, students, and organiza-
tions throughout the city. The
first candidate to speak was
Michael Nutter who opened by
talking about his passion for the
problems that the students of
Philadelphia have been going
through. He was asked, “What
would you do to increase equity
by attracting and retaining more
qualified teachers™
All eyes were on Michael Nutter
as the audience awaited an answer. He started
ofT by passing blame, saying that it was the
fault of the pnncipals, the fault of the distnct,
and that if he became mavor he would do things
o make sure that these people did their jobs o
the fullest. But the question =till seemed to be
left open; he didn’t really touch on what he was
going to do to make a meamingful impact
The candidate that some in North Philly wanted
to win was actually Bob Brady, but why? Cer-
tainly there has to be more to Michael Mutter’s
frisking policy, and perhaps Bob Brady would
not have really been the precise mayor that
Philadalphia needad. Many thought Brady
would bring in another era of ught policing and
enforcement, like the days when Frank Rizzo
was in office. Either way, Nutter's campaign
ads were brilliant, staying away from speaking
negative smack about his competitors and actu-
ally explaining what he is planning for the city
of Philadelphia. He even breaks down how he
would pay for each thing. This is something
that none of the other candidates really seemed
to consider. The most notable of his ads starred
his daughter, Olivia
In reference to hizs education plan,
Michael Nutter stated, “My education plan is
called Children First and there 15 a reason for

that, because I want every decision that we
make to be guded by children. .. this is an idea
that puts children first, if it’s something that 15
going to help a child On most incidents a lot of
the decisions that are made are not for the bene-
fit of children.”

Should the mayor have been State Rep-
resentative Dwight Evans, who also has an eye
for better education and safer streets? Or Tom
Knox, who planned to put students in jail and
keep them there if they commuit an act of vio-
lence against a teacher and when they are re-
leased they would not be put back in their
original school, but in a special ona? Maybe
Republican candidate Al Taubenberger, who
seems like a nice guy, but does he really have
the edge to win this race? Taubenberger
seemed open enough and ready to tackle the
questions that were prepared for him, though he
strayed off course a little.

But who do you, the readers, think
should be the next mayor of Philadelphia? Do
you believe Michael Nutter was the right choice
and is the right guy or does the fact that he won
makes you unbearably upset?

Community activist Wade Jackson had
something to say about his Feelings toward
Michael Nutter’s winning and what he thinks he
should have done and what he should do:

“I want 1o congratulate Michael Nutter
for wining the primary election, but there are a
few things that 1 want to talk about. Even
though you were runming your campaign ads,
down in my neighborhood you weren't seen at
all and the only ime you were seen was May
15, 20007, the day of the pnmary election. It
seamed that this community was forgotien
about. When you're running for mayor you're
supposed to be all over, and vou weren 't seen.
The only way crime can go down 15 1f you talk
to these people, not put them away because they
are human beings and they deserve a chance..”
To Nutter’s credit, he visited the North Philly
Merropodis office on election dav, which we
were impressed with,

One question that continuously keeps
popping up is why is Al Taubenberger running
for mayor? What makes him special from all
the other candidates? During his visit to the
Learning Center, he answered just that

“I think I have experienced the tempera-
ment and the understanding of what people
need to live in a good city and this town 15 a
ereat city. We could do much better if it's man-
aged correctly, and wath a lack of vision this
town will go nowhere.” Taubenberger re-
marked. “T have a vision of a clean, safe city to
live in where education 15 the best that it can be
Students [could] have the opportunity for em-
plovment upon graduation or the opportumty 1o
go on to college, whatever they choose.™

He also stated what he planned 1o do
first if he 15 elected our new mayor

“You have to walk carefully in the beginning of love; the running across fields into your lover's arms can only come

later, when you're sure they won't laugh if you trip” -Jonathan Carroll



