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UNDERSTANDING THE POLICE

e nevier talked o a police officer before, mamly bocase |
pever had a reason 1o, 11 pever really came fo mind, even when
working oo previcas issees. Luekily for me, Mr. Doanie Wiggs
referred me to a gentleman wh is seen around our community
mamy Wmes, even stopping tratlic so thol members ol the K-6
proerom could get to the swimming posd thes summer. [ ooiald
like 1o introduce police officer and ninister Cartis Ghee, of the
22md district,

"He was bom and mised in Morth Phally, and never korgat
whvene hoe came Trom,” o Priend of Ddficer Ches weote ina
recent article in e Madelaile Daife News, He was high-
lighted oz a neighborhood hero who goes above and bevond
what is nsked of him as o Philadelphia police officer, 'We had
an apportunity W sit down with bim 1o osk hem obout lebe os o
pidice oificer and the epidemic of violenes that plagues our
A=

SPA: What made you want o become a police officer?

O | acbaally had theee uneles who were on the pob. They
came bk an in the seventies :.ll.'tll:.l”j-'. and my Father, he was a
aupervisar wp at the prisoes. Law enforcement was alwavs in
mv Tamilv, bat ironically [ really woosa't interested in it By
uncle convinced myysell and my neplew in 19940 10 take 1he
[Cival Service] test, so | fook the test and when [ icok the tes |
atanted to mes ather afficers, 1 gained an interest in heconming
a police oflficer after meetng other police officers, [ pretn
much was af a dead end job st & nursing homse and knew this
wiald be a better carear.

NIPME What's a novimal day for o police eflices?

O A mommal day For & pollice officer can be from one end of
the spectnam 1o the ather. ¥our doy can siart ot wath a cup aff
coffes, a newspaper, just talking o the phone, whatever. 11 cm
o Froan that extreine, tooall hell breaking loose. Generally in
my dhirtesn vears as & pelice officen. "Day Waork," which is
wsaanlly the 84 shifi, there is amanlly not much going on. Minor
distarbances, disputes of stores or schools, but now [we'ne
sewing] o bt of shootings. The life of an alficer on the sineet 15
an predictable

NPM: Why do von think there are so many African
Americans committing these crimes?

CHe | bnaly believe that mo one is just bom bad, pebedy just
wakes ap b, 115 & process. [ grew up bere in Norh Philly
awver nt 30th and Master; 've seen the transbformation from the
carly seventies fo the carly nimeties. When | was commg wp.
there wene daflerent valwes. People went 1o sehood . There
weren't o ol l.'lt'ﬁir'l|_.'.|l.: pareni hiwimess,

A ot of things have changed, The econmmy is & factor, educss
tian 15 a foctor. Lack of educobon, [ believe, leads o a low
il Pt | believe o lot of these voung guys and girls cat

here dos't tlink much of their lives and they don't expect much,

Taks semething as soell as conving aul of your hoass and
throwing trush an the groand, That might not be & cimse b
someane, but thot says somethimg obout that persan. They
have o low expoctation of whene they hive, they have a low
expetation of whene they're going, snd many of them are Tol-
lowviig im e paths of people whoe preceded them,

NPM: De you think rele models shoakld be Blamed for this?
O There are all ditferent factars. Parenting ves, thar's defi-

mitely ane [factor]. [ had thoes sisters and one brother. 1 was the
voungest, my madm and dsd were iegether and they bath

weorkied. My dad was o drinker, even though he was a sengemi

up at the prisce, snd that affected me in a sense, it affected sur
relaticmship, 50 when yvou have o parent that is't right of doing
right b voa, it does affect you in seme way, vou shut doen or
vou might become aggressaye or you might follow m thair fool-
abeps.

Ulnfortanately in this day and tisme so many of our voung
pecple are bom as crmck habies or they're bom and they wits
messed their mother oo drugs or their Batker o pnson o on
drigs. S0 the parenimygz thing, we can say thal evervibing starls
al hosme, bot what if the home is mines the Gl plus vour
mather who's stiang out on dnags, what kind of siam does a
child have? S0 ves, parenting is o hig part of this.

MPM: Do you think that peace will come fo this communi-
oY

WG Homestlv, [ dom't believe ifs going to happen. It can
happen and eventually ot wall, but mod mew. 1 saw thaot, because
weir horks ot anl] thae seodf that's going on, problems m the school
and prablems in our neighborhocd, The palice commissioner
wlhio 1 thimk is great, the mayer who [ ilink is grest widhoa bog
off these issues, they are doing what they're supposed fo do,
Bt if's all bagger than them,, if's higger than the
pidice department and s bigeer then the mavor.
I tnaly beligve that its going to take a spinel
intervention, | alwsys recite this saving: 105 ot
the hand thot mokes a man s6iff, bat the mind
that caontrods mokes his hond suil” We can lock
fialks up and throo away the key amd fifty
peoqle will fake that person’s place, if vou don't
change their way of thinking, [ do prison min-
istry aned dhey'ne imta i, 1 dom't knes wehat the
tum-nreand a5 when they come oul, bat that's the
anly thing that's going to change thas comminaty
aF Ay ol commanity

MPM: Do yow think if we had maore officers around, it
would reduce the amount of violence we expericnce in
Philadelphia’

CHG Wie've srttenipied to do that and [ tlenk it's gresd. Even
when we did aperation Safe Strects heck in 2002, 10 be out
there oo the comer os tired os 1 was, 1 el good because people
weoiald b ot fisang thwar binbe gardens. 1 et goad, 0 was
worrih the aacrifice, but if ' st 230 sod Berks then scanehesdy
in getting assaulied oo 231 and Diamond, heo elfective is
thad? More police is & good thing, we couald wse o thousand
mare podice, but wouwld il selve the isue?

It seeims like there are so many people we deal with sand we
have to starl reforming the people. They'ne going into prison
andd they're coming back, some ol them have good hearts and
goodd imlenbions and actually want g make a difference, but [by
goang to prison | they put themselves at o desadvaniage. When
vl ik out widh a felsoy [convicton] it°s hard e get a job
Tliz is what the police department is Goed with, a revolving
dioar. We can put sway thousands of people in a vear's time
and the jusbice system slops them on the wiist and senads them
buack oo the strect.

S it inakes our job oeore diffieuln becanse now you have a
mare sensoned criminal, o yon have a person who says,
“Well, [ can't go back te jml becouse it | go bock I'm going 10
hawe o that time, I'mgomg o have o odo tes vears" and things
of that matare, Mow you have & mone aggressive eriminal . 1t
makes car job more difficult, so therefore even if we had more
afficers, all we have is mone peaple o lock more people up and

We can put away
thousands of people
in a vear's time and

the justice system

slaps them on the

wrist and sends
lhl.'l'rl |'|;'|L'L on [|‘|{=

street.

INTERVIEW By PEAK JOHNSON

i people are coming nght back out onto the street. Even
s whi might get life in prison, there's alwsys soisecs: fo
inke their place, whe'll say, “F'm going o take over where e
left off, he got oo greedy, and [ woaldn't do it that way

MPM: Did you hear about the palice substation thar's sup-
peinsatdl B v oo thee cormer of 230 steest?

M The ides has heen kicked sround ond that's someething owr
caplaim would have to agmee 1o, Fle's oll aboat warking wath
thas communaty. i1 probably Bave 1o get dearancs threagh the
podice commirsioner. [ goes without saying tlat this ia defi-
mitely an afen that could wee 5 mini station. [would come
doem b who we could get o man that station, kavbe just two
ar three oliioers. That would be a commander's decision. bat o
goodd idia i my book,

MPAM: What do von think ahout the "Stop Snitching'™
sayina?

CWE: This 15 a tongh one, [my opmion ] 15 from a police officer
'|'H.:I-'|'H.:l.:l'i'-¢ anel a5 & huwmsEn |'"."i1'||_.'. [*-;lj- kil |'l'il.:|i andl chediss
voiar batiles, I vou honestly feel that your life is in danger,
wour'ne just going o have o weigh vour aptions, [ believe that
v eather die Erom the mumps or the
mle, [ the same way| s gither you
anitch and somebody kills vow or vou doa’
aniteh and vou lef these cats do swhat they
wini io do amd then vou wind wp getling
shat im @ dnve-by anyway.

| iy o aodne point yon have o stand for
sometling of Bl for anyvihing. e uisder-
stamding and svmpathetic to the fear factor,
but my apmion 1s i [ don’t say something,
it atall geang to b s Gt onyway. So0r's
like e Fahesm Childs sitantios, the night
before there were a lof of gun shots i that
arca mnd po one picked up the phone o call 911, Then, with
almest o hundred thousand dellars morewand money, no ane
wonld apek up. | undersiand the fear, but at some point you
any, "Okav, they stole mv neighbor's car. | ki wh did i1, bt
I'ir gt @esingg do gt invelved.” Bat to see a baby shot in the
head who didet deserve it [and ned say something 7 At somse
poant somebody has fo sy "You know, the heck with it 1 don't
cane what they sy | dos®t cane what they do to me. Um saving
aomnetling.”

It either voa hang in there and you keep getting knocked
apside the head, or you actually do something. | beleeyve that
people need to speak up ar ust he there and ke . Aad they
g that tenm “snibch” like vou're doing sometbing wiong, 11
blows my mind that we live inoa time when its akay being seei
tnlkimg 1o & dnag deader, buf vouw don't want i be seen talking
o the police. Somcbody needs o change that, The bad guys
protty mnch hove taken over, wa'ne gong 1o live by thair robes,
Ao [ ddos't weand 1o ke s falking o the police, 17 you bk
dioen then you're livieg in fean They've gof voa, It's liks
someane has moved inte your house, painted the walls a differ-
ent color and took the fumiture and dopes. Yo eolber sian<d
fior sommething or vou lie down and dis.

NEM: What do yon think of dee Goardian Angels?

L0 1 ke them, [ don't Enow a bet about them., but their
missiom 4 mod fo jus loy back and watch people ke over therr
coimitumity, Tley know that they 't sog erime, They know
ileat they have to be careful becawse they don't carmy weapais,
bt the fact that they're willing 1o step up, 1 have e problem

The first hip hop DJ was Clive Campell a.k.a. Kool Herc of the South Bronx.

The first recording put together by a rap group was the SUGAR HILL GANG with RAPPER'S DELIGHT.




